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FAQ: Copyright and Fair Use FVTC Library Services
  http://www.fvtc.edu/library

DISCLAIMER:  I am not a copyright lawyer; there are enough “gray areas” to keep many of them employed full time.

Q.  If I want to have my students read an article, view a movie, or read a chapter in a book: 
How can I legally provide access to the content?  

A.  If you want to have your students read an article, view a movie, or read a chapter in a book - to which you do not own the copyright - you must consider Copyright Law and Fair Use.  Legally, you can provide multiple copies of content ONLY if you have documented permission from the author or copyright holder.  You need to get new permissions each semester.

You may put permanent links to content in email, Power point slides, blogs, Blackboard and other media because you are not providing the content, only a link to the content.  Each person can then access the content for their “own personal, non-commercial use”.

If you have an article with no permanent link available, you must contact the author or copyright owner for permission before providing multiple copies for students: This includes posting a .pdf of an article on Blackboard, or putting an article in a course packet.  Authors are usually quite willing to grant permission, however, they may limit the number of copies or the duration of posting the document.  Publishers owning copyrights may request a fee. 

Q.  What is a permanent link?

A. Ebsco and Films on Demand provide permanent links to their content for direct access (see screen capture examples below).  You can put the permanent link in your Blackboard content and students can individually click on the link to view the content.

EBSCOhost Research Databases* - at right of page, you find [Permalink] tab:
[image: ][image: ]










Films On Demand* Videos - Permanent link located down under video image and description.


For the Britannica Online Encyclopedia and Opposing Viewpoint articles, you can email yourself content and a stable URL.  This stable URL can be shared.

Other database articles can be shared through bookmark links and email.  These are not proxied themselves, so you must add the proxy pre-fix: http://applibproxy.fvtc.edu/login?url=  to the front of the URLs that are emailed to your Inbox, in order to access the articles through our Library Proxy.


CultureGrams*
[image: ]

InfoTrac OneFile* 
[image: ]






ProQuest Career and Technical Education*

[image: ]

OVID: Nursing Journals* 
[image: ]


World News Digest* 
[image: ]
Q. I clicked on a link (.pdf or URL) and it asked for my login, (or asked me to pay for the document).  How can I get the document for free?

A. FVTC Library Services pays for subscriptions to many databases. These databases can be accessed through the FVTC Library Services Website http://www.fvtc.edu/library. To allow FVTC students, faculty, and staff to have access to this content (for free) from off-campus, we use a proxy login, which verifies that a person should have access, as if they were on-campus. We pay for subscription databases to ensure your access to authoritative and verifiable content.

Off-campus access to paid subscription databases is by proxy login:



[image: ]

Off-campus access to paid subscription databases is made available through the
use of a proxy server.  
Sign in as you would for MyFVTC

You may get ONE free copy of an article for your “own personal, non-commercial use” through inter-library loan.  Go to our front page at http://www.fvtc.edu/library and select the FVTC Item Loan Request form, or email dl.librarystaff@fvtc.edu  to obtain articles through inter-library loan.

Q. I got the content off the Internet.  Since it was publically available, that means it is in the Public Domain and I am free to use it any way I want, for free, right?  

A. Not exactly. Just because content is on the Internet does not mean it is free to be used in any situation.  All original content, regardless of access, may have copyright protection, even if it is not declared. According to law: http://www.copyright.gov/help/faq/faq-general.html#mywork: “work is under copyright protection the moment it is created and fixed in a tangible form that it is perceptible either directly or with the aid of a machine or device.”

Public Domain: http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/okbooks.html#whatpd  states this rule of thumb: “Anything copyrighted prior to 1923 is in the public domain.”  For more detail see: http://www.copyright.gov/pr/pdomain.html 

Also, you must cite (credit the author or creator) even if content is in the “Public Domain”.  

Q. Can I photocopy or scan more than one chapter of a book that I need and put it in a course packet?  Can the students borrow the book from the library and copy more than one chapter from the book?

A. This does not fall under “Fair Use” guidelines. If money can be made off of content, you may have to pay for the right to use that content. This includes images, text, videos or any other content.  This also includes inclusion in course packets for sale at the bookstore.  

Students using content for their own personal, non-commercial use, usually falls under “Fair Use”, and probably does not need more than a citation to acknowledge their source.  “Fair Use” does not allow students to photocopy textbooks or multiple chapters of a textbook to avoid buying the textbook.


Q.  What is “Fair Use”?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fair Use:  Refers to personal or educational use rather than financial gain.  	
For more detail see: http://www.copyright.gov/title17/92chap1.html#107 
  
“Fair Use” Best Practices

Fair Use: 
One chapter of a book or 1/10th of a book OR
One article from an issue of a periodical (journal, magazine, newsletter, newspaper, etc.) OR One selection (essay, poem, chart, graph, diagram, cartoon, or picture, etc.) from one publication OR One compilation…for your own personal non-commercial use.  
To share articles, only share the citation, or permalink/permanent link provided by the publisher. 

Not Fair Use: 
“Copyright Permission Needed” (+/- fee) for 
Material that is owned neither by the professor nor by the libraries
More than one chapter, article, or selection from a publication
"Consumable" works, such as standardized tests, exercises, or workbooks
Course pack: Collective work or anthology including copyrighted articles and excerpts.



Here is an example of what might be considered “Fair Use” or Not.

Fair Use: If you see one article in an issue of a magazine or newspaper, and decide to copy/scan/print, it to read at home, that would lean towards fair use. 

If you found more than one “must have” article in the issue, you should just read it in the library, check out the periodical, or buy a copy.  

Not Fair! Copying more than one article from an issue of a periodical (journal, magazine, newsletter, newspaper, etc.) is not considered fair use.

Not Fair! If you made multiple copies of one article and mailed them to all your friends: That would not be fair use either. It would be considered infringement of copyright.  

Fair Use: However, if you send your friends a link or a citation for that article, that would be considered fair use, because you are pointing them to the content, without preventing the author or copyright holder from making a profit.  


See also:  
American Library Association also steps you through the process with an interactive tool.
http://librarycopyright.net/resources/fairuse/

Copyright and FairUse Guidelines for Teachers by Hall Davidson
http://www.halldavidson.net/copyright_chart.pdf

Copyright and Fair Use in the Classroom, on the Internet, and the World Wide Web – from the University of Maryland
http://www.umuc.edu/library/copy.shtml 

Dartmouth Copyright Policy & Guidelines Home
http://www.dartmouth.edu/copyright/

Fair Use According to Copyright.gov 
http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html

Fair Use According to Library of Congress
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/copyright.html#fair 

The University of Texas System Office of General Counsel
http://www.utsystem.edu/ogc/IntellectualProperty/copyrighthome.htm 










Updated 3/4/2013 by Valerie Magno for FVTC library Services.
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